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This policy has been written in consultation with staff and 
governors of St. Ambrose Preparatory School and with due 
regard to the school’s mission statement: 
 
“At St. Ambrose Preparatory School, we strive together to do our very best 

and to make this a safe, happy place, with Christ the centre of all we do.” 
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St. Ambrose Preparatory School is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
 

St. Ambrose Preparatory School is a Catholic School, which 
was founded by the Christian Brothers and is a place where 
the staff and governors work to bring the Gospel values into 
all areas of School life and where prayer, worship and 
liturgy are seen as meaningful experiences. 

 
St. Ambrose Preparatory School upholds fundamental British 
values and encourages respect for all people. 

 
St. Ambrose Preparatory School recognises its legal duty to 
work with the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board acting on 
behalf of children in need or enquiring into allegations of 
abuse. 
 
We recognise that pupils have a fundamental right to be 
protected from harm and require a secure environment in 
order to learn effectively. 

 
St. Ambrose Preparatory School’s Safeguarding Children 
Policy follows the guidelines laid down by Trafford Council’s 
Safeguarding Children’s Procedures and “Working Together 
to Safeguard Children”(2015) and “ Keeping Children Safe 
in Education”(2016) (KCSIE) and Prevent Duty Guidance 
(March 2015). 
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Homework Policy (Incl. EYFS, KS1 & KS2) 
(staff are notified of regular ISI updates) 

 
 
 
1  Introduction 
 
1.1  Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day, which 

contributes to their learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework 
encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to 
support children’s learning. For example, a parent who spends time reading a 
story to their child before bedtime is helping with homework.  

 

2  Rationale for homework 
 
2.1  Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a 

child’s development. The DfE in 2012 made clear its commitment to homework 
stating “Homework is part and parcel of a good education”.  We recognise that 
the time and resources available limit the educational experience that any school 
by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the mutual support of 
parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. 
Indeed we see homework as an important way of establishing a successful 
dialogue between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for 
children to develop as independent learners. We believe that homework is one of 
the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning.  

 
2.2  Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also 

acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and 
development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from 
taking part in the wide range of out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an 
important part in the lives of many children. We are well aware that children 
spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop their skills, 
interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make 
maximum use of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of 
school.  

 

3  Aims and objectives 
 
3.1  The aims and objectives of homework are: 

 to enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social 
development; 

 to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner; 

 to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s 
learning; 

 to enable all aspects of the curriculum to be covered in sufficient depth; 

 to provide educational experiences not possible in school; 

 to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to 
practise skills taught in lessons; 

 to help children develop good work habits for the future. 
 

4  Types of homework 
 
4.1  We set a variety of homework activities. In the Foundation Stage and at Key 

Stage 1 we encourage the children to read by giving them books to take home to 

The Governing Body of St. Ambrose Prep School understands its regulatory responsibilities and will maintain an 
effective oversight of this policy, by evaluating its effectiveness, and reviewing and implementing change. 
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read with their parents. We give guidance information to parents to help them 
achieve the maximum benefit from this time spent reading with their child. In the 
Foundation Stage we also provide maths homework at the end of each week to 
help consolidate their learning.  Spellings are given each week when the boys 
have completed Ginn Level 2 reading scheme. The boys in the Foundation Stage 
are also asked to complete holiday diaries. We also ask Key Stage 1 children to 
learn spellings or mathematical tables as part of their homework. Sometimes we 
ask children to talk about a topic at home prior to studying it in school. Sometimes 
we ask children to find and collect things that we then use in science lessons, and 
occasionally we ask children to take home work that they have started in school 
when we believe that they would benefit from spending further time on it. When 
we ask children to study a topic or to research a particular subject, we encourage 
them to use the class and local library. 

 
4.2  At Key Stage 2 we continue to give children the sort of homework activities 

outlined in paragraph 4.1 but we expect them to do more tasks independently. 
We set literacy and Maths homework routinely each week and we expect the 
children to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school through practice at 
home. We also set homework as a means of helping the children to revise for 
examinations as well as to ensure that prior learning has been understood. 

 

4.3 Outline of typical homework activities  
  
 Reception  Infant 1  Infant 2 
 Maths   Maths   Maths 
 Spelling  Literacy  Comprehension 
     Spelling  Spelling 
 
 Prep 1   Prep 2   Prep 3   Prep 4 
 Maths/Bond  Maths/Topic  Maths topic  Maths 
 Literacy/Bond  Literacy/Grammar Comprehension Grammar 
 Problem solving Problem solving Maths/Bond  Vocabulary 
 Spelling  Spelling  VR/Grammar  Bond 
 Research  Topic work  Vocab/Spelling 
 

5  Amount of homework  
 
5.1  We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they move 

through the school. We expect children in Reception (only when the teacher says 
they are ready) to spend approximately 30 minutes per week plus reading with a 
parent. Key Stage 1 children are to spend approximately one hour a week doing 
homework, although this may well include reading with a parent. We expect 
children to spend approximately the following amounts of time completing 
homework per evening, plus reading:  

 Prep. 1: 30 minutes, Prep. 2: 45 minutes, and Prep. 3/4: 1hr. 
 
5.2  We give all the children a school diary and a reading record book in which they 

record the homework, and parents and teachers make any relevant comments. 
 
 

6  Pupils with special educational needs 
 
6.1  We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that 

all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child.  
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7  The role of parents 
 
7.1  Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an 

important part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to 
complete the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children 
as they feel necessary and provide them with the sort of environment that allows 
children to do their best. Parents can support their child by providing a good 
working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, 
encouraging guided exploration of the internet on topics/subjects being covered in 
class and by discussing the work that their child is doing. 

 
7.2  We ask parents to check the home/school diary every day and to sign it and the 

child’s written homework as requested.  
 
7.3  If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the 

first instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more 
general nature, they should contact the Headmaster.  

 
 

8  Monitoring and review 
 
8.1  It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school 

homework policy. This is done by the committee of the governing body that deals 
with curriculum issues. Mr. Stephen Crowther is the Governor representative on 
the Curriculum Committee.  

 
Our governing body may, at any time, request from our Headmaster a report on 
the way homework is organised in our school.  


