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This policy has been written in consultation with staff and governors 
of St. Ambrose Preparatory School and with due regard to the 
school’s mission statement: 
 
“At St. Ambrose Preparatory School, we strive together to do our very best and to 

make this a safe, happy place, with Christ the centre of all we do.” 
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St. Ambrose Preparatory School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
 

St. Ambrose Preparatory School is a Catholic School, which was 
founded by the Christian Brothers and is a place where the staff 
and governors work to bring the Gospel values into all areas of 
School life and where prayer, worship and liturgy are seen as 
meaningful experiences. 

 
St. Ambrose Preparatory School upholds fundamental British values 
and encourages respect for all people. 

 
St. Ambrose Preparatory School recognises its legal duty to work 
with the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board acting on behalf of 
children in need or enquiring into allegations of abuse. 
 
We recognise that pupils have a fundamental right to be 
protected from harm and require a secure environment in order 
to learn effectively. 

 
St. Ambrose Preparatory School’s Safeguarding Children Policy 
follows the guidelines laid down by Trafford Council’s 
Safeguarding Children’s Procedures and “Working Together to 
Safeguard Children”(2018) and “ Keeping Children Safe in 
Education”(2018) (KCSIE) and Prevent Duty Guidance (March 
2015). 
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St Ambrose Prep School 
Admissions Policy (staff are notified of regular ISI updates) 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Principles 
 

St. Ambrose is an independent Roman Catholic preparatory day school for children aged 3 – 
11 years. The school does not discriminate on the basis of race, disability, national or ethnic 
origin in its admissions procedures. 
 
Our aim is to provide each and every child with a sound academic education in an 
environment which is explicitly Christian and in which discipline and care go hand-in-hand. 
 
The intended pupil maximum for Early Years (Pre-Prep) is 16, Foundation/K.S.1 classes is 
20 and K.S.2, 24. The Headmaster has the discretion to make reasonable adjustments as 
necessary. 

 

2. Admission Eligibility 
 

 Infant and Junior Classes 
 
Classes are arranged as follows: 
 
Pre-Prep    3+ 
Reception   4+ 
Infant 1 (Yr. 1)   5+ 
Infant 2 (Yr. 2)   6+ 
Prep. 1  (Yr. 3)   7+ 
Prep. 2  (Yr. 4)   8+ 
Prep. 3  (Yr. 5)   9+ 
Prep. 4  (Yr. 6) 10+ 
 
Children attend full time from Reception onwards. New pupils can be admitted at any 
stage, depending on availability of places, and subject to a successful assessment, a 
satisfactory report from the child’s previous school (whenever this applies) and the 
completion of the necessary administrative procedures. 
 
It must be made clear to parents that St. Ambrose College for boys (11 – 18 years) is a 
separate school and admission to St. Ambrose Preparatory School is no guarantee of a 
place at the secondary school. The College of course, has its own Admissions Policy and 
procedures, part of which is an Entrance Examination for boys at 11+. 

 

3. Admissions Criteria (Pre-Prep – Prep 4) 
 
St. Ambrose is a Roman Catholic Preparatory School. Places are allocated using the 
following criteria: 
 
 
i) Baptised Catholic ‘looked after’ children. 

ii) Catholic children who have a brother in the school at the time of the proposed admission. 

iii) Baptised Catholic children in the Shrewsbury/Salford /Liverpool Dioceses. 

The Governing Body of St. Ambrose Prep School understands its regulatory responsibilities and will 
maintain an effective oversight of this policy, by evaluating its effectiveness, and reviewing and 

implementing change. 
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iv) Non Catholic children who have a brother at the school at the time of the proposed 

admission. 

v) Non Catholic children whose parents wish them to have a Catholic Education. 

Entry (5 – 11 years) is by assessment and a satisfactory report from the child’s previous school. 
 

Admission from Pre-Prep – Reception 
 
‘All children attending the Pre-Prep will have automatic entry into the Reception Class, unless in 
Pre-Prep they have demonstrated unacceptable behaviour’. 
 
 

4. Application Procedure for the Preparatory School 
 

Parents are asked to complete and return the Application Form together with a Registration 
Fee of £25. The form must be fully completed giving details regarding religious background, 
family circumstances and any disability or medical condition. 
 
Having received the completed Application, arrangements are then made for the child to be 
assessed. Parents are told of the outcome on the day of the assessment (except when 
groups of boys are to be assessed together). Parents of successful candidates are informed 
in writing and a Conditional Place is offered. A conditional place can only be secured when 
the additional requirements for entry have been satisfied and this includes confirmation from 
the child’s previous school that all fees, including fees in lieu of notice, have been settled 
(when this applies) and a satisfactory report from the Headmaster of the previous school has 
been received. Parents are then asked to complete, sign and return an Acceptance Form 
and return it together with £200 deposit to secure the place. The deposit is returned when 
the child leaves the school. 

 
 
This policy will be reviewed every two years or earlier if required. 
 


